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By « Sun Staff Correspondent 


~ Saigon, March 28—Twenty-one | cious” the extensive. American. 
American voluntecr workers in} bombing of both northern Laos 

Taos - have written Presideut nad the Ito Chi Minh supply trail 
Nixon criticizing the U.S.-sup- in the country’s Southern Pan- 
ported South Vietnamese inva: handle. : 

‘sion of Laos as expanding the | “Refugees tell of hoing forced 

‘war “once more info populated {to live in holes and caves, of 
‘areas west of the invaded terri-! having to farm at night, of the . 
tory fand! aggravating already; systematic destruction by US. 
serious fighting elsewhere with-; warplanes of the human basis 

in T.a0s. ; for a society,” the volunteers 

~ While the invasion may have |Said. “These people were not sol. 
been designed to speed Ameri-|diers nov were there soldiers in 
can withdrawal from the Indo- [their villages.” - 

china war, the workers wrole: Also criticized was the organi- 
President Nixon, “the iniliiary: zation of Meo tribesmen into a 
realily will be further chaos and] semi-clandestine army directed 
further suffering among people iby the U.S. Central Intelligence v~ 
who have already suffered mach! Agency, which the volunteers 
because of American: military: said exploits the Moos? “tradi. 


€ 


activity.” 
“Grand Global Design’ 

“We condemn this policy that 
uses the Lao people a8 picces in 
a grand global design they nel- 
ther understand nor care 
about,” the letter said. “Though 
there would still be fighting 
without the American involve- 
ment, the intensity of the pre- 
sent destruction takes place for 
reasons that have virtually noth- 


ing to do with local political] 


alignments or conditions.” 

The letter was signed by 21 of 
the 36 volunteers working in 
Laos under the auspices of the 
multinational International Vol- 
tntary Services as specialists in 
education, agriculture and so- 
cial welfare. All the signers are 
Americans. Tne letler was Te- 
leased by the group’s -affiliate 
here. 

The volunteer workers also 
condemmed as “particularly vi- 


tional toughness and independ. 
rence «in Lits? own crusade 
against communist.” 
Decinatiou, Disiccation 


“The result has-been the deci- 
mation and dislocation of the 
j{vibal populace . ., Much of 
ithair traditional culture has 
been destroyed ... Our use of 
these people has also opened a. 
neatly irreparable breach be- 
tween them and the North Vict- 
namese.” 

The volunteers also con- 
‘demned “the destruction aud 
ikilling brought by the North Vi- 
einamese, but we do not believe 


the presence of an indigenous 


‘U.S. military activity against an 
entire society.” . 

“We also condemn,” the letter 
said, “the eagerness to protect 
American lives by the sacrifice 
of Asian lives.” 


that their presence in Laos, nor- 


; Communist movement, justifies - 
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